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fame. 

dwin Charles Krupp. archaeoastronomer, 
has bad news for hopeful fans of E.T., 
the extraterrestrial being of cinematic 

"There is no evidence whatsoever to support 
claims that intelligent extraterrestrials ever vi­
sited earth," Krupp said during a recent visit to 
Portland. 

That's the way this Carl Sagan of the West 
responds to tales of ancient astronauts mingling 
with primitive earthlings centuries ago and leav­
ing · them with sophisticated astronomical 
knowledge. 

Krupp, the 39-year-old director of the Grif­
fith Observatory in Los Angeles, was in Portland 
to lecture at the Oregon Museum of Science & 
Industry on ancient Chinese astronomy. In an 
interview, he said he has n_o patience with peo­
ple who "read things in books and don't ask 
questions. •• 

He says those who blindly accept the "wild 
speculations" of Erich von Daniken; author of 
"Chariots of the Gods?," and others are doing a 
disservice to their ancestors. 
· ··I really get frustrated , but I recognize the 

· appeal and romance for people that exists in 
some of the absurd writings that abound in our 
age," he said. 

·we still see the bond we have with the sky 
r:eflected in UFO's and stories about ancient star 
traveleri. It's recognition that there is something 
awesome about the universe." 

According to Krupp, " there is no present 
evidence for or against the presence of life 
beyond the earth." 

"It's a question that intrigues us because it is 
at the heart of our perception of what we are. If 
you ask my personal view of life out there, I will 
tell you I don't know, but I believe life is plenti­
ful in the universe. 

"It's a fair question, but it is at the edge of 
our knowledge. It is important to know the 
limits of your belief system and what is prov-

able. Beyond that, ·you can think what you 
wish." 

Krupp has no respect for the idea that the lid 
of a sarcophagus "fancifully discussed" by von 
Daniken after its discovery in Palenque, Mexico, 
portrayed an astronaut blasting off in a rocket­
ship. He favors an explanation that the "as­
tronaut" is a Mayan ruler shown falling, in 
death, to the legendary Mayan underworld. 

Krupp describes as "astronomical nonsense" 
a von Daniken proposal that the lines and figures 
marking the Nazca plain in Peru were set there 
by astronauts for an interstellar airport. In one 
of his books, ·'In Search of Ancient Astrono­
mies," Krupp offers an earthly explanation for 
the markings, and he ridicules the idea that 
space visitors able to travel from light years 
away would need landing strips or navigational 
markers. 

Krupp says the ancient peoples of Earth 
were intelligent enough, and did not need help 
from extraterrestrials, to build what they did 
and to make the observations "we have records 
about." 

"We tend to look at our past with a distorted 
view," he said. "But when we look at the track 
or progression ·of history, it follows that if our 
ancestors were not intelligent and motivated, we 
would not be where we are." 

As an archeoastronomer, Krupp links mod­
ern astronomy with studies of ancient peoples' 
observations of the heavens. His work has taken 
him to Indian ruins in the United States and 
Mexico, sites in China and the pyramids in 
Egypt, and his plans include a trip to Peru to 
study ancient Inca monuments and reconstruct 
that culture's view of the skies. 

"A unique aspect of Andean astronomy is 
that they made not only star-to-star astronomy 
like everyone else, but dark-to-dark constella­
tions," Krupp said. "Perhaps others also have 
dark constellations; the Australian aborigines do. 

"In the southern hemisphere, the Milky Way 
is much richer and you see more of it, including 
its dark areas. So people there made cons!ella­
tions of those as well as the stars," he. said. 

· He noted the advantage of the human brain's 

en­
·s:: ·o 
~~ 
·- s:: s:: Q,) 

CIS s 
os:: 
s::.~ o­> ~ 


